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15 Tur weaker any cord is, the leſs will 
„ jt bear to be ſtretched, and the worſe is 
* the policy to ſtretch it, unleſs it is intended 
ce to break it.” 


Rights of Man by Thomas Paine, &c. c. 


ld. 


CONSCIOUS of this very wiſe maxim, 
Mr. Paine, I cannot but wonder that ſo w/e 
a man, as you aflume to be, ſhould have 
choſen the weakeſt cord to bind together the 
ſtrength of the cauſe you are defending. Per- 
ceiving the mind is revolted by ſuch outrages 
as ſhock at once every principle of juſtice, and 
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every feeling of humanity, you reſt your juſ- 
tification on two aſſertions: the one, . That 
& a plot was actually formed by your adver- 
&« faries;” the other, ** That no plot was 
formed againſt them till—a week before 
e the riſing of the Pariſians, and their taking 
4e the Baſtille.” As to the firſt aſſertion, the 
more you call the attention to it, the more 
plain it will appear to all the world to reſem- 
ble your point and no point: dreſs it with what 
flowers and colours you pleaſe,” it conti- 
nually recedes and preſents itſelf at * a 
„ diſtance before you; but when you have 


got as far as you can go, there is no point 


„ at all.“ Believe me, we are all of us 
enough in the ſecret to know with how much 
ſecurity you truſted, that prudence, vigour, 
and exertion on that fide was quite out of 
the queſtion. 


The ſecond aſſertion is, indeed, a bold 
one; it ſeems to me to be little leſs than an 
aftertion, that no Revolution has taken place 
at all. Do you think none of our country- 
men were at Paris previous to the meeting of 
the Etats Generaux, or during their ſefiions ? 
or that they had neither eyes nor ears, when 
there was not a public walk or coffee-houſe, 
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where the emiſſaries of theſe machinations 
were not at work? Was the progreſs of the 
plan, do you think, unmarked by them as 
the poiſon began to work, and circumſtances 
to develope themſelves by degrees ? Are the 
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Rets out of print? 
And was it not poſſiblesto gueſs from what 
ſources the profuſion of money might flow, 
that found its way ſo liberally when any pur- 
poſe was to be anſwered? There is (you 
ſay) in all European countries a large claſs 
„of people of that deſcription which, in 
„England, is called the Mos.” Yes; and 
no inſignificant claſs neither in the hands of 
thoſe, who, by bribing agents, can make 
them advance or retreat, rage or be calm, as 
it ſuits the moment. What were thoſe clubs 
where the parts were diſtributed, and the 
more ſecret committees of thoſe clubs, where 
they were caſt ? Who prompted the orators 
that conſumed their lungs upon chairs and 
tables; and who defrayed the expences of 
thoſe innumerable incendiary papers ? the 
proof, indeed, that never were more pains 
taken to inſtruct and enlighten mankind,” 
though we muſt own they were not very 
likely to produce the end, which they cer- 


tainly did not produce, “to make them fee 
A4 that 
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« that their intereſt conſiſted in their virtue, 
* and not in their revenge.” The effect 
that has been too fatally produced, has been 
that of unbounded licentiouſneſs, and a vin- 
dictive ſpirit in an extreme that is not to be 
accounted for upon any principle that had 
hitherto diſgraced the character of a nation. 


The conſequences of an unjuſt, impolitic, 
and ungenerous war (much more than any 
profuſions of the Court) which a plauſible and 
artful Miniſter had kept out of fight, and 
which a bold though unpopular Miniſter had 
brought forward, had given the alarm to the 
country, who ſaw, that nothing but ſome 
extraordinary united effort of the kingdom 
could avert the horrors of bankruptcy. The 
tyranny of the injudicious Miniſter (now it 
ſeems a patriot) who was called at ſuch a 
moment, ripened the crifis which rendered 
the convening the States General an indiſpen- 
fable neceiiny. Under theſe perilous circum- 
ſtances 1t was that Neckar was once more 
placed at the head of the finances. A Fo- 
reigner, a Diſſenter, a Republican: rich, 
vain, ambitious ; and, till then, the object 
of the hatred and deriſion both of Mirabeau 
aud the D— of O. 3. Without birth, 

with- 
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without alliances, and conſcious that he nei- 
ther enjoyed nor deſerved the confidence of 
the Court, the Nobility, or the Clergy, he 
was high in the opinion of the people, in 
whoſe ſtrength alone he was to ſecure his 
own. Under the auſpices of this Miniſter 
were the Deputies of the Nation aſſembled. 
Did Mr, Neckar adopt the principles you 
avow, or did he not? Did he mean, by his 
ſtrange word Regeneration, a Revolution of 
the kind that has taken place, or did he not? 
If he anſwers in the affirmative, what be- 
comes of his probity ? It is a ſeries of trai- 
terous hypocriſy beyond example, leading to 
all the ſubſequent crimes, for which he is 
reſponſible. Will he anſwer in the negative? 
What ſhall we ſay to his capacity, or how 
ſhall we account for his conduct? What the 
nation reclaimed Joudly, and what the Par- 
liament had demanded, was an Aſſembly of 
the States in the old form of the Conſtitution, 
King, Clergy, Lords, and Commons. It 
was evident that this Affembly, conſtituted in 
the accuſtomed manner, where each inde- 
pendent branch might operate as a check upon 
the encroachments of the others, could not 
ſerve the purpoſe of throwing the Whole 
power into the Democracy. Is it not, then, 
| fair 
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fair to preſume, that ſuch was the intention 
of thoſe who took every means from the be- 
ginning to deſtroy the conſtitutional balance, 
ind to ** to that end which ſuited 
beſt to their immediate intereſts? Willing, 
however, to ſhift off the odium of ſuch a 
meafure, and perhaps deſirous to conceal the 
tendency of it, the Miniſter ſummoned a 
meeting of the Netab/es of the kingdom, if 
poſſible, to draw from them the advice which 
he wiſhed not to take upon hiraſelf; but he 
was diſappointed : they faw the drift ; they 
warned the nation of its danger, and recom- 
mended, by all means, an adherence to the 
old forms, which gave to each eſtate a num- 
ber nearly equal. In the teeth of this deciſion 
the Miniſter then appeared as the adviſer, that 
a number might be added ro the Commons, 
to make them equal to the two other branches 
united. Why did he call the Notables, 

;crely to give them the public affront of de- 
ipiſing their opinions? Ar the time Mr, 
Neckar took this deciſive ſtep, he took care 
alſo, that the people ſhould not be ignorant 
of the advantages he gave them. He told 
them, in the ſame breath, that the addition 
to their numbers would be of no conſequence, 
unle!s the three bodies could be thrown into 
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one to vote together, yet he leaves that point, 
when once he had called their attention to it, 
to be decided hereafter at their meeting. The 
mode of elections, the prints diſtributed in 
the country, the countenance and influence 
of Government, every thing tended to throw 
an infinite majority of the Deputies of the 
Commons among ſuch as having no pro- 
perty, had nothing to - loſe, and much to 
gain. In the body of the Clergy, amongthe 
claſs that were the moſt eaſily to be brought 
over by the hopes of an augmentation to 
their ſtipends: four-fifths at leaſt of the lower 
Houſe were men who had their fortunes to 
make by their talents; and the dignified 
Clergy made a much {ſmaller proportion than 


one-fifth of their body.* 
Thus 


* © A ſmall number of the minority had a diſtin . 
Committee, to which were admitted ſome Deputies of 
the other Orders; I was invited to it ſeveral times. I 
aſked, of whom it was compoſed, and was told, that 
ſome people belonged to it, who, there, were of the 
greateſt uſe, though one ſhould not allow one's ſelf to 
lee them any where elſe; that one would not wiſh for 
them as friends, but that it was neceſſary to employ 
them as 7/{ruments: and that the conſcience of a 
public, was not that of a private man, I was afraid of 

engaging 
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Thus choſen and thus conſtituted, the 


Aſſembly met, but the Miniſter {till unwil- 


ling to alarm, and truſting to the meaſures 
he had taken, ſignificd the Royal pleaſure, 
that each body ſhould vote ſeparate. The 
hint, however, he had before given them, 
had not been forgotten. The Commons well 
knowing they could get the whole power 
into their hands, if once the two other bodies 
were incorporated with them, infiſted upon 
verifying the returns in common; a preten- 
ſion that even the granting them their votrng 
in common would not juſtify as long as they 
were deputies of d:/tinft orders. As well 
might the Commons of England infiſt upon 
judging of the right of a ſeat in the Houſe of 
Lords, or the Upper Houle trying the merits 
of a conteſted election before they could join 
in an act of the legiſlature. Inſults, menaces, 


the influence and entreaties of the Court, and 


at laſt the determination of the Commons 
to act alone in the name of the nation, joined 


engaging myſelf in theſe connections, which too often 
carry us beyond the bounds we preſcribe to ourſelves, 
and which always end in giving us either regret or re- 
morſe. I never went to this committee,” —MHemoires 


de M. Lally Tollendal, page 40. 


to 
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to the defections that were continually drop- 
ping off from the Clergy and Nobility, fatally 
prevailed : the orders were united, and from 
that inſtant the democracy was triumphant. 
No ſooner had the two firſt orders of the 
ſtate ſurrendered at diſcretion to the victo- 
rious Commons, than the plan, not hitherto 
avowed, began to reveal itſelf ſtep by ſtep. 
The ſpirit of commotion, inſtead of ſub— 
ſiding after theſe ſacrifices, was inflamed, if 
poſſible, to a higher pitch—Terror and 
treachery had obtained the great previous 
ſteps; and the ſame influence has been uſed 
from that time to this hour, to carry the 
ſyſtem into execution in all its branches, 
The Monarch, for preſuming to change a 
miniſter whoſe countels had betrayed him 
into ruin; for the crime of /hewimg a regi- 
ment or two before the city, to prevent the 
adherents to that miniſter from obtaining his 
recal through ſeditious violence, though they 
only ſtood upon the defentive for a few hours 
and vanithed before the break of day, was 
dragged ignominiouſly to the place of public 
cxecution ; there to receive the inſults of a 
tutored populace, and to thank the clemency 
of his enemies that he eſcaped with life out 


of 
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of their hands. We have ſeen the Nobility 
by degrees deprived of their honours, and 
deprived of all their feudal property, to the 
ruin of their families, without compenſation. 
The monaſteries robbed of their poſſeſſions; 
tythes ſuppreſſed; the goods of the clergy 
ſeized and confiſcated; and the diſcipline of 
their order totally ſubverted. The courts of 
juſtice ſhut up, and the laws of the country 
ſuſpended, that cruelty, rapine, and licen- 
tiouſneſs might ravage at large from one end 
of the kingdom to the other : at length, to 
complete the triumph of the ſyſtem, a Prince, 
of whom you ſay, Never king poſſeſſed, per- 
& haps, a heart ſo little diſpoſed to the exerciſe 
of abſolute power,” beſieged in his royal re- 
ſidence by an army of rabble, of women, and 
of dukes diſguiſed as women, taken under the 
protection of the hero of Paris, La Fayette, with 
20,000 national troops, and truſting to that 
perfidious protection, aſſaulted in the hour of 
repoſe ; his Royal Conſort eſcaping by mi- 
racle, from the bed which was pierced by 
the bayonets of thoſe furies, who found their 
way to her apartment, over the mangled 
bodies of her guards ; beholding blood and 
maſſacre all around him, inſulted, unprotect- 

ed, 


„ 
ed, unarmed, without an adviſer, without 
a ſoldier, no reſource left to him but to ca- 
pitulate with his tyrants, to deliver himſelf 
up to be led captive, and to hide his 1gno- 
miny and deſpair in the priſon of his guarded 
palace. 


This plot, which was to do no leſs than to 
ſubvert the monarchy to its foundations ; to 
do away all orders and gradations in ſociety 
to facrifice the property of ſo many thouſand 
unoftending individuals; to pervert every 
eſtabliſhed opinion ; and by degrees to wipe 
away the veſtiges of religious as well as mo- 
narchical inſtitutions ; muſt be allowed to be 
great in its conception, as it has been mar- 
vellous in its execution. But when we con- 
ſider, what enterprize without ſcruple on 
one fide may accompliſh by ſyſtematical 
deſign, againſt a total want of energy and 
conduct on the other; how caly it is to 
advance a conqueſt when there is no re- 
ſiſtance, our aſtoniſhment gives way to a 
melancholy but mfruftve reflection, which, 
I truſt, will operate deeply on the minds of 
Engliſhmen. To ſecure to themſelves the 
the bleſſings of their government by the 

| only 
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only effectual means by which they can be 


be preſerved from the contagion of incen- 
diaries, they muit be ſenſible of them; 


THEY MUST DESERVE THEM. 


FINIS. 


